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Abstract. The purpose of this application is to maintain the long accepted usage of

the name Anthaxia Eschscholtz, 1829 for one of the largest genera in the buprestidae

by designating the originally included species Buprestis nitida Rossi, 1792 (a junior

subjective synonym of B. fulgwans Schrank, 1789) as the type species. The earliest

designations were of other species, but acceptance of these would cause confusion in

buprestid nomenclature.
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1. The buprestid genus Anthaxia Eschscholtz. 1829 (p. 9) currently includes about

800 species but originally contained only four nominal species; these were cited

(without mention of any authorship) as Buprestis cyanicornis. B. manca. B. nitida and

B. quadripunctata. In addition to mentioning these names Eschscholtz gave a very

brief description of the genus.

2. Several authors have (validly or otherwise) designated type species oi Anthaxia:

(1) Westwood (1840, p. 24) mentioned that the genus contained four species and

gave '5. nitiduki Linn.' (B. nitidula Linnaeus, 1758, p. 410) as the type; he referred to

pi. 31 of Curtis (1824) which illustrates B. nitidula. Perhaps Westwood believed that

Eschscholtz had meant B. nitidula rather than B. 'nitida\ but since this nominal

species had not been included by Eschscholtz the designation is invalid.

(2) Duponchel (p. 582 in d'Orbigny, 1842) said oi Anthaxia 'Nous n'en citerons

que quelques unes: 1. YA. manca, Buprestis id. Fabricius, qui peut etre consideree le

type du g., ...'. This is a valid designation of B. manca Linnaeus, 1767 (p. 1067) as the

type species.

(3) Thomson (1859, p. 100) gave "4-punctata (Lin.)' as the type species; were it

not for Duponchel's earlier designation of B. manca this would have fixed B. quadri-

punctata Linnaeus, 1758 (p. 410) as the type.

(4) Desmarest (p. 40 in Chenu, 1860) cited B. manca as the type, in agreement with

Duponchel's earlier designation.

(5) Richter (1949, p. 45) gave B. fulgwans Schrank, 1789 (p. 85) as the type species;

although this was not an originally included nominal species (see para. 1 above) its

name is a senior subjective synonym of 5. nitida Rossi, 1792 (p. 63) (see Kerremans,

1892, p. 121). However, because Richter did not mention the synonymy, under
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Article 69.2.2 of the Code his statement does not constitute a fixation of B. nitida as

the type species.

3. If either of the first designations of originally included nominal species (those by

Duponchel of B. manca and by Thomson of B. quadripunctata) were to be followed

there would be much confusion in the taxonomy and nomenclature of Anthuxia,

which is one of the largest genera in the buprestidae. B. manca was designated

by Richter (1949, p. 181) as the type species of his subgenus Anthaxia

(Trichocratomerus); although this subgeneric name had been published earlier

(Richter, 1944, p. 126) it takes availability only from 1949 when the type species was

designated (Article 13.3 of the Code). Anthaxia quadripunctata (Linnaeus, 1758) is

extremely close to (and is often treated as a senior synonym oO A. godeti Gory &
Laporte, 1839, which is the type species of Anthaxia (Melanthaxia) Richter; as with

Trichocraleromus, Melanthaxia was published by Richter in 1944 (p. 129) but became

available only when the type species was designated (Richter, 1949, p. 102). The

subgenus Melanthaxia contains about 100 species and is one of the best defined

groups or subgenera in the modern concept of Anthaxia (see Schaefer, 1936, 1937,

1949; Richter, 1944, 1949; Cobos, 1956, 1958, 1986; Obenberger, 1930, 1958; Bily,

1982, 1997; Holynski, 1989; Nelson, 1985), and if Thomson's designation of B.

quadripunctata were adopted all these would have to be shifted to Anthaxia s. str. and

those (about 300 species) at present in Anthaxia s. str. (treated as typified by B. nitida

Rossi) would have to be given a new subgeneric name.

4. Because Anthaxia has for many years been treated as typified by B. nitida, a

nominal species originally included by Eschscholtz, I propose that stability would be

served by designation of this as the type species. As already mentioned, since

Kerremans (1892, p. 121) B. nitida has been treated as a junior subjective synonym

of B. fidgurans Schrank, 1789 (p. 85), now known as A. fulgurans.

5. The International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature is accordingly

asked:

(1) to use its plenary power to set aside all previous fixations of type species for the

nominal genus Anthaxia Eschscholtz, 1829 and to designate Buprestis nitida

Rossi, 1792 as the type species;

(2) to place on the Official List of Generic Names in Zoology the name Anthaxia

Eschscholtz, 1829 (gender: feminine), type species by designation in (1) above

Buprestis nitida Rossi, 1792 (a junior subjective synonym of Buprestis fulgurans

Schrank, 1789);

(3) to place on the Official List of Specific Names in Zoology the mime fulgurans

Schrank, 1789, as published in the binomen Buprestis fulgurans (senior

subjective synonym of the specific name of Buprestis nitida Rossi, 1 792, the

type species of Anthaxia Eschscholtz, 1829 as ruled in (1) above).
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